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PEORIA ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

Update your address, phone or email changes

Please notify Dan Son at sonshine1992@gmail.com     if you will be getting a new mailing
address, email address and/or phone number.  It is important that he has your personal
information correct so you will continue to receive the Starlite and the Reflector. 

If you would like to join the Peoria Astro e-group or if you have changed your e-mail 
address, please notify Dan Son at sonshine1992@gmail.com with your e-mail address 
(for in-club use only – not given out to other sources). If you are not a member of the e-
group, you may want to consider joining. 

NEW MEMBERS:
The Peoria Astronomical Society welcomes new members: Elizabeth & Vincent Allen

2022 Meteor Shower Schedule:  
Geminid meteor shower will be the night of December 13 and December 14th. Moon is 
just passed full.
Quadrantids meteor shower peak is Jan 3-4 but an almost full Moon will so but the 
brightest will be blotted out.

Comet 2022 E3
Be looking for this to brighten early next year as a possible naked eye comet. It swings 
between Earth & Mars in late January and brightens to a possible mag 4.
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Presidents  
Ramblings:
Hello and how is
everyone doing,
Looking outside my
window on different
days I see snow or
blowing leaves and the
wind…! Winter is
coming and is a hard
time for the
astronomers. We don’t want to go outside with our scope in the cold icy windy nights, 
but the sky is so beautiful. My wife said this spring “hey, lets get a hot tub” she didn’t 
have to ask me twice and now I sit outside and watch the constellations move 
overhead at different hours of the night and enjoy the view. 

We have many wonderful opportunities for viewing coming up. December 7 th is 
the Occultation of Mars by the Moon around 9pm. A scope would be great to get up 
close for this but binoculars will do. January we have Comet 2022 E3 coming close to 
Earth and may be naked eye viewable and don’t forget the Geminid meteor shower in 
December. This is the time of year to get our equipment cleaned or repaired, look for 
upgrades or just go out and get a bigger..! 

Dont forget to send in you membership dues for 2023 and think about joining the 
Northmoor or Jubilee groups to help volunteer in the Spring and Summer months. 
Tonight as I am finishing up the Starlite, I have a scope nearby to go to Fondulac 
Library to help Nick Rae show off the planets. We have lots of opportunities to have fun
in Astronomy and if the weather doesn’t cooperate then build a snow fort, have a 
snowball fights and slide down a hill till you cant climb the hill anymore and share those
experiences with your family and others. Did I mention we have to think and planing 
ahead. On April 8th 2024 will be another Great Solar Eclipse across America, and I 
have already started looking into solar glasses for the event. Im sure we will be hearing
a lot more on this subject in the coming months and I will be ready. May you have a 
wonderful Christmas Season and a Happy New Year.
Dan Son



25 Years ago:



50 Years ago:



Submission of photos / article content for the Starlite:  Jesse Hoover
If you have a photo that you would like to submit for the Starlite, please send these to 
Jesse Hoover hooveje@gmail.com  or Dan Son sonshine1992@gmail.com 
along with a little write-up about the photo. Photos can be from star parties, club 
events, personal view, etc. Astrophotography is encouraged. Also, if you have 
educational content, tips, techniques, lessons learned or how-to articles with photos, 
we encourage that material for the Starlite. We can also put these on out Facebook 
page if you so desire. https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

The Caterpillar Matching Gifts Program: Brian Hakes

As of July 1, 2012 the Cat matching gifts program changed.  Employees/Retirees are 
asked to submit matching gift forms electronically via the Caterpillar Foundation 
website, www.caterpillar.com/foundation. The process is easy. Once you made your 
gift to the PAS you can go online to the Cat Foundation website and complete the 
electronic form, there is no paper involved. Once the form is registered with the 
foundation they will notify the PAS and the treasurer will then verify the gift has been 
received. Because there will be no mailings, the turnaround time for the whole process 
will be negligible. This is especially advantageous at the end of the calendar (tax) year.
This is an excellent way to support the PAS. If you can, please participate in this 
generous program. This is a great way to help the society and the promotion of 
astronomy in the greater Peoria area.

Reflector:
Reflector Magazine digital edition is available for download
You may access an archive of digital issues from the AL website by visiting:  
https://www.astroleague.org/reflector

NCRAL Newsletter: 
The North-Central Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL) is made up of member
societies... the six states commonly thought of as the Upper Midwest of the USA, plus 
the Upper Peninsula of the state of Michigan. The PAS is a member of the NCRAL.  
Their Region Newsletter, also named “Northern Lights”, has been resurrected and is 
better than ever! The latest issue’s can be read on their website can be found here: 
https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/
You can access the current issue and all other back issues through this link.
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Add Your Email Address to NCRAL Member Database
Add your email address to the NCRAL member database now so that you can get
direct  mailings  of  NORTHERN  LIGHTS  and  important  and  timely  announcements
about Regional conferences, star parties, and so forth. Your email address will never
be shared with or sold to outside entities. Sign-up takes only about a minute. You’ll
need to provide your name, email  address,  astronomy club affiliation (including at-
large), and indicate if you hold particular positions within your club. Go to the following
case-sensitive URL to add your information to our database: https://goo.gl/gsS8SF

Program Schedule 2022– 2023 – All speakers confirmed

Meeting Time 7:00 p.m. CST/CDT (note new time)
Meeting in the Dome Planetarium at the Peoria Riverfront Museum (Some 
speakers via Zoom)  Again please note the new time we will be starting..7pm.
December 7, 2022  John Nowack a PAS member on his experience with 

  Astrophotography a non Zoom, Planetarium show only!

January 4, 2023 No Meeting in January

February 1, 2023 New Full Dome Show a non Zoom, Planetarium show only!

March 1, 2023 The October 14, 2023 Eclipse + Sharing of members’ plans to 
observe

April 5, 2023 Titan! Dr. James Dire

May 3, 2023 Astro-Jeopardy II  Brian Bill 

Inclement weather notice: Monitor email (e-group), local radio stations or PAS 
Facebook Page if a program, board meeting, viewing, or star party may be canceled 
due to weather.  If we determine a risk in the weather, the Society will cancel the event.
If we host an event and you feel the weather or road conditions are questionable, 
please take the safest actions and do not attend the event.  

https://goo.gl/gsS8SF


Photos from Members

2022 Saturn by Dr James
Dire  using  a  10  inch
Cassegrain  with  ZWO
Asi120 MC camera

Saturn by Nic Napier from Northmoor 2021/08/28



  Double Cluster by James Armstrong 2022/11

Jupiter by Dr James Dire 2022 using 10 inch Cassegrain, ZWO Asi120MC camera



Photos from Space

 

 

Orion spacecraft view of Earth

JWST view of Jupiter



Hubble- Pismis 26 Globular Cluster

                         Orion spacecraft view of the dark side of the Moon



               Orion Selfie!

The Planetarium Report by Nick Rae
“Mars: The Exhibition is currently on display at the Peoria Riverfront Museum, centered on a 3

x 3-meter inflated, illuminated, and spinning Mars globe by British artist Luke Jerram, and
generously donated by Mary Ann & Sheldon Schafer. Alongside the Luke Jerram Mars there
is also a slice of a Martian meteorite and life-size replicas of Mars rovers on loan from the Jet

Propulsion Laboratory. The exhibition will be up into the spring.

In the Planetarium you can catch our newest show, Living Worlds, playing every day the
museum is open at 1:00, with an additional showing at 4:00 on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.

The fulldome show is produced by the California Academy of Sciences and explores the
search for life beyond on Earth.”



Dont miss the Occultation of Mars

It will take only 30-45 seconds for Mars to disappear so get out the scopes and binoculars to view 
this. I have not found how long it will take to reappear and have information from 3o minutes onward 
depending on where you are at for observing.

It will take about 1 hour for Mars to reappear. 











What happened to those CubeSats that were launched with Artemis I? 
https://phys.org/news/2022-11-cubesats-artemis.html

Artemis I releases 10 CubeSats, including a Moon lander for technology and research. 
https://www.nasaspaceflight.com/2022/11/artemis-i-cubesats/

https://www.nasaspaceflight.com/2022/11/artemis-i-cubesats/
https://phys.org/news/2022-11-cubesats-artemis.html
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