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Officers:
President:  Dan Son, sonshine1992@gmail.com
Vice-President:  Brian Bill
Secretary:   Phil Burroughs
Treasurer:   Dave Monroe, dave.monroe@comcast.net

          
Directors:

Parliamentarian:  Dave Monroe,  dave.monroe@comcast.net
Nominating Chairman:  
Legal Agent:  Rodney Nordstrom
Northmoor Chairman:  Dan Son, sonshine1992@gmail.com
Jubilee Chairman:  Jesse Hoover

PEORIA ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

Update your address, phone or email changes

Please notify Dan Son at sonshine1992@gmail.com     if you will be getting a new mailing
address, email address and/or phone number.  It is important that he has your personal
information correct so you will continue to receive the Starlite and the Reflector. 

NEW MEMBERS:
The Peoria Astronomical Society welcomes new members: 

2023 Meteor Shower Schedule:  
Perseid activity is from July 14th to September 1st but peak night is August 12-13 with a 
10% full moon. Comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle is the source for this meteor shower.
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Presidents    Ramblings:  

Well summer is upon us and I hope everyone is taking advantage of the weather.
I hope you enjoyed the members programs that Sheldon Schafer had set up. We a 
very fortunate to have him as a program director. I am looking forward when out 
members meetings start up again in October. 

Northmoor is up and running and we have some new helpers and keyholders. 
Jubilee mowing & maintenance is running and I thank all those who volunteer their time
to helping up maintain our equipment and public observing parties, without volunteers 
we are nothing. We are always in need of more volunteers and if you want to help in 
amy way, let me know and we can make it happen (309-224-9150).

My viewing has been short this year as I broke a wrist and it heals slower as we 
get older(doesn't help that my scope weighs 100 pounds). We have a few opportunities
to observe and plan on getting back into it. Havana airport is having a fly-in on 
Saturday June 17th. We had a few members take scopes out onto the grassy area and
show off the night sky. We can set up tents and sleep overnight in the airport and they 
will provide breakfast on Sunday morning. This is a very dark sky area and we will 
enjoy a new moon. Look for more information on our email group. The 3rd annual 
Kickapoo Creek Festival at Wildlife Prairie Park is on August 11,12 & 12. PAS will be 
helping by having a solar scope out during the day and any members are encouraged 
to bring scopes out for public viewing. More information will be forthcoming in our email
group. We have other opportunities and I will send them over to the email group as 
they have more details than I can say here. 

Well I have rambled on to long and must get back to work. Thanks for supporting 
PAS now and in the Future!!
Dan Son



25 Years ago:





50 Years ago:

Interesting fact is we can see Comet Kohoutek in 75,000 years and it was known 
as the comet of spectacular disappointment.

Submission of photos / article content for the Starlite:  Jesse Hoover
If you have a photo that you would like to submit for the Starlite, please send these to 
Jesse Hoover hooveje@gmail.com  or Dan Son sonshine1992@gmail.com 
along with a little write-up about the photo. Photos can be from star parties, club 
events, personal view, etc. Astrophotography is encouraged. Also, if you have 
educational content, tips, techniques, lessons learned or how-to articles with photos, 
we encourage that material for the Starlite. We can also put these on out Facebook 
page if you so desire. https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety
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The Caterpillar Matching Gifts Program: Brian Hakes

Employees/Retirees are asked to submit matching gift forms electronically via the 
Caterpillar Foundation website, www.caterpillar.com/foundation. The process is easy. 
Once you made your gift to the PAS you can go online to the Cat Foundation website 
and complete the electronic form, there is no paper involved. Once the form is 
registered with the foundation they will notify the PAS and the treasurer will then verify 
the gift has been received. Because there will be no mailings, the turnaround time for 
the whole process will be negligible. This is especially advantageous at the end of the 
calendar (tax) year.  This is an excellent way to support the PAS. If you can, please 
participate in this generous program. This is a great way to help the society and the 
promotion of astronomy in the greater Peoria area.

Reflector:
Reflector Magazine digital edition is available for download. You may access an 
archive of digital issues from the AL website by visiting:
https://www.astroleague.org/reflector

NCRAL Newsletter: 
The North-Central Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL) is made up of member
societies... the six states commonly thought of as the Upper Midwest of the USA, plus 
the Upper Peninsula of the state of Michigan. The PAS is a member of the NCRAL.  
Their Region Newsletter, also named “Northern Lights”, has been resurrected and is 
better than ever! The latest issue’s can be read on their website can be found here: 
https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/
You can access the current issue and all other back issues through this link.

https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/
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Add Your Email Address to NCRAL Member Database
Add your email address to the NCRAL member database now so that you can get
direct  mailings  of  NORTHERN  LIGHTS  and  important  and  timely  announcements
about Regional conferences, star parties, and so forth. Your email address will never
be shared with or sold to outside entities. Sign-up takes only about a minute. You’ll
need to provide your name, email  address,  astronomy club affiliation (including at-
large), and indicate if you hold particular positions within your club. Go to the following
case-sensitive  URL  to  add  your  information  to  our  database:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGCQJiekrqVV3SY4BGrQdow5N7Elxv3V
bX2YmFPA4AJZ2iag/viewform

Program Schedule 2023-2024 possible final draft – All speakers 
confirmed

Meeting Time 7:00 p.m. CST/CDT (note new time)
Meeting in the Dome Planetarium at the Peoria Riverfront Museum (speakers via 
Zoom)

October 4, 2023 Astrophotography James Armstrong

November 1, 2023 The new generation of Smart Telescopes – with a live 
demonstration (outside if clear). Dr. Jim Sweitzer

December 6, 2023 The April 8,2024 Eclipse – Planing & sharing of members plans
to observe + Oct 2023 Annual Eclipse recap

January 2023 No Meeting in January

February 7, 2024 New Full Dome Show 

March 6, 2024 Titan Dr. James Dire

April 3, 2024 Astro-Jeopardy Brian Bill (+ summary of eclipse events)

May 1, 2024 The April 8 Eclipse recap – Members sharing experiance

Inclement weather notice: Monitor email (e-group), local radio stations or PAS 
Facebook Page if a program, board meeting, viewing, or star party may be canceled 
due to weather.  If we determine a risk in the weather, the Society will cancel the event.
If we host an event and you feel the weather or road conditions are questionable, 
please take the safest actions and do not attend the event.  



Riverfront Planetarium Museum:
Our planetarium is celebrating its 60th anniversary this June, and we’d love you to

celebrate with us! Peoria’s planetarium opened on June 9, 1963 in Lakeview Park. It
opened before the larger Lakeview Center opened, in 1965. Lakeview Center

eventually became Lakeview Museum of Arts and Sciences. The planetarium was
always central to the science education done at Lakeview. In 2012, the staff,

collections, community solar system scale model, and planetarium equipment of
Lakeview Museum all moved downtown and we became the Peoria Riverfront

Museum.

We will be celebrating the 60th anniversary of the planetarium on June 17, 2023.
Stop by to see a new planetarium show Incoming!, participate in some astronomy

related activities, eat a piece of cake, and enjoy a planetarium show contrasting what
we knew about astronomy in 1963 with what we know today. In 1963, only a handful of

astronauts and cosmonauts had been to space, and we hadn’t yet landed on the
Moon. We hadn’t sent our spacecraft to the outer Solar System yet or launched the
Hubble Space Telescope. We have learned and shared a lot in the past sixty years!

 
June 17 Schedule:

Member Saturday: Incoming!   9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Space themed activities in the museum lobby 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Apollo 11: First Steps in the Giant Screen Theater 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Cake cutting in the museum lobby 12:30 p.m.

SPECIAL PLANETARIUM SHOW: Space Knowledge in 1963 vs Today 3 p.m.

https://www.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/join-support/join-renew-membership/member-saturdays/member-saturday-incoming


Photos from Members:

Jim Carroll M101 with Supernova showing

J Nowack M101 with Supernova 



J Nowack Horsehead nebula 6 hours exposure William Optics Z73 scope

J Armstrong Hickson 61 the box



J Armstrong M27



J Armstrong Mammatus Clouds



Photos from Space

Wolf-Rayet 124 by JWST



NGC298 from Hubble

 



 

M2 Globular Cluster from Hubble



Last Lunar Eclipse from Flat Earth Society
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